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Development of Sustainability Apparel Coalition (SAC) & Higg Index 

Its members over 40% of global leading apparel and footwear brands, 
retailers, manufacturers,  

non-governmental organizations, academic experts, and  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

Focus 

The focus of the Sustainable Apparel Coalition is the development and use of the Higg 

Index: a suite of self-assessment tools designed to measure the sustainability impacts of 

apparel and footwear products. 
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A Global web of Higg Index Connection 

As of August 14, 2015: 
 3613 Accounts 
 5551 Individual Users 
 16129 One-to-one Account Connections 
 3287 Posted Modules 
 …And growing every day 



Higg Index – Importance 
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Challenges Encountered by Hong Kong SMEs 
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How do we assist SMEs? 

Tailor-made 
improvement solutions 

Enhanced interface 
with step-by-step 

guidance and 
streamlined flow 

Promotion through 
online / offline 
engagement 

Problems Solutions 

 
No improvement recommendations 
after self-assessment 
 
Inaccurate interpretation and 
response to some assessment 
questions 
 Technical content difficult to 

interpret for SMEs without in-house 
specialists 

 Over 400 indicators to respond in 
self-assessment 

 
Low adoption rate of Higg Index 
  Estimated 5% in local industry 

  



How do we assist SMEs? 

New Online 
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Benefits 

Save time and cost 

• Accurately interpret and understand the Higg Index requirements 

• Obtain free-of-charge sustainability advisory recommendations to improve their 
sustainability performance 

 

Advance to higher level of competitiveness 

• Get prepared to pass the mandatory Higg Index verification (early of 2016) 

• Gaining a higher score in the Higg Index assessment 

 

Effectively manage their compliance towards different buyers’ requirements 

• Adopting the Higg Index, which comprises of commonly accepted buyers’ requirements 

 

Standardized Report 

• Easy to read format for internal and external communication 



New Online Toolkit - Features 

Higg Index’s Facility Module: Environmental Modules + Social/Labor Modules 
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Assessment Procedures 

1. Create 

2. Assessment 

3. Report Generation 

4. Improvement 

5. Action Plan 
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2. Assessment 
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3. Report Generation 



3. Report Generation 



4. Improvement Recommendation 
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5. Action Plan 
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5. Action Plan 



Additional Resources 
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Web Tour of the New Online Toolkit 

higgweb.sfbc.org.hk 

higgweb.sfbc.org.hk


Workshops for the Online Toolkit 

Six Workshops to provide tutorial to assist SMEs in 

using the new online tool for Higg Index assessment 
 
Cover topics: 
 
• Demonstration of the Toolkit 
• Key steps to generate the Higg Index Report and 

Action Plan for Improvement 
 
Venue:  Clothing Industry Training Authority 
Language:  Cantonese 

Quota:  50 per session 

 
Fee:  Free-of-charge 
 



Workshops for the Online Toolkit 

Series Date Time 

1st October 28, 2015 14:00-17:30 

2nd November 11, 2015 14:00-17:30 

3rd December 11 ,2015 14:00-17:30 

4th March 4, 2016 14:00-17:30 

5th March 24, 2016 14:00-17:30 

Note: The schedule is tentative only.  Please refer to the latest announcement from the above website. 
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